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other ministers, and being thus artfully stimulated, he
was piepared to receive with much eagerness the por-
tentous communications now to be made.

The ambassador, however, caused him to season his
admiration until he had taken a most solemn oath, by
the sacrament of the Eucharist, never to reveal a syl-
lable of what he was about to hear. This done, and the
royal curiosity excited almost beyond endurance, De
Eosny began to unfold the stupendous schemes which
had been conceited between Elizabeth and Henry at
Dover, and which formed the secret object of his pre-
sent embassy. Eeeling that the king was most malleable
in the theological part of his structure, the wily envoy
struck his fiist blows in that direction, telling him that
his own interest in the religious condition of Europe,
and especially in the firm establishment of the Protes-
tant faith, far surpassed in his mind all considerations of
foitune, country, or even of fidelity to his sovereign."
Thus far, political considerations had kept Henry from,
joining in the great Catholic League, but it was possible
that a change might occur in his system, and the Pro-
testant form of worship, abandoned by its ancient protec-
tor, might disappear entirely from Fiance and fiom Eu-
rope. De Eo&ny had, therefore, felt the necessity of a
new pation for the reformed religion in this great emer-
gency, and had naturally fixed his eyes on the puissant
and sagacious prince who now occupied the British
throne. Now was the time, he urged, for James to
immortalize his name by becoming the arbiter of the
destiny of Europe. It would always seem his own
design, although Henry was equally inteiesled in it
with himself. The plan was vast but simple, and per-
fectly easy of execution. There would be no difficulty
in constructing an all-poweiful league of sovereigns for
the destruction of the house of ATistria, the foundation-
stones of which would of course be Prance, Great Bri-
tain, and the United Provinces. The double marriage
between the Bourbon and Stuart families would in-
dissolubly unite the two kingdoms, while interest and
gratitude, a common hatred and a common love, would
bind the republic as firmly to the union. Denmark and
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